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The isolation f rom fermented  seeds of Coronilla scorpioides  Koch. (scorpion coronilla) of scorp ios -  
ide, frugoside,  and corotoxigenin has been repor ted  previous ly  [1 ]. 

In the mother  l iquors  a f t e r  the crys ta l l iza t ion of the corotoxigenin small amounts of a substance of 
cardenolide nature  with less  polar  p roper t i e s  than corotoxigenin have been detected.  

It was separated on a column of neutra l  alumina (activity grade III) which was eluted f i rs t  with mix-  
tu res  of benzene and ch loroform with gradually increas ing concentrat ions of the la t te r  and then with chloro-  
fo rm.  The f rac t ions  containing the pure cardenolide were  combined, the solvent was evaporated off, and 
the residue was c rys ta l l ized  f rom m e t h a n o l - e t h e r .  The substance obtained, C23H3404, mp 251-257°C, 
[~]~ +16 ° (c 0.1, ethanol), f o rms  a monoacetyl  der ivat ive ,  C25H3605, mp 265-267°C, [(~]~ +8.5 ° (c 0.5, chloro-  
form).  The optical ro t a to ry  d ispers ion  of the compound under investigation has a smooth posit ive curve 
[~ 290 (+316°), 325 (+154°), 360 (+82°), 420 (+47°), 589 (+16°)], which shows the absence of carbonyl  groups 
f rom it. 

On the basis  of the physicochemical  p roper t i e s  both of the initial substance and of i ts acetyl der iva-  
t ive,  the IR spec t rum,  the color  react ion with 84~ sulfuric acid, the melting point of a mixture ,  and R f  
values in var ious  sys tems  in para l le l  chromatography with an authentic sample,  the substance was identi-  
fied as 3fi,14fl- d ihydroxy-5a-card-20(22) -enol ide  (uzarigenin). 

The optical ro t a to ry  dispers ion spec t rum and the IR spec t rum were  obtained by I. P.  Kovalev. 
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